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Getting to know the University of Scranton: 
Common Terms and Abbreviations 

  
Accreditation Recognition from an accrediting agency that an institution maintains a 

certain level of educational standards 
 

Common Application A standard application accepted by over 1,000 colleges which are part of 

the common application association 
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Spending rate The amount of money drawn from the university endowment annually 

and used in the operating budget as set by the board 

 

Surplus The excess of operating revenue over expenditures in a given year 
 
Tenure An employment status connected to academic freedom that grants 

lifetime employment with limited restrictions 
 

AMDG Latin motto of the Society of Jesus, “For the greater glory of God” 
 
AJCU    Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 
 
CDI    
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